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H E extraordinary Remark which intro- 
duces your Appendix — That Views of 
worldly Intereſt incourage 'and ſupport our 
| Diſſent from the Eſtabliſhment — 1 ſhall 
leave to the univerſal. Laugh of your Readers, for a 
Confutation ; and paſs on to Points of greater Moment 
in Debate, — To begin with your fr, Of Chung c- 
PowER,: and in whom lodged. | g 

The Church of E——4 claims, in her Articles and 
Canons from GOD, to decree oTHER Ceremonies and 
Rites of Worſhip, and to make oTHer Terms of Chriſe 
tian Communion than either Chriſt or his Apoſtles ever 
made or decreed ; and io have Authority in Controver- 
fies of Faith. 

This high and important Power ſhe ſovercignly ex- 
erts: You, as her zealous Advocate, endeavour to 
ſupport her in it; and charge all the Diſſenters as guilty 


of a very crying and dangerous Sin, in not ſubmitting ' 


thereto. The Diſſenters, I have told you, will readily 
own the Charge, and return immediately to your 


Church, if you will gratify them in theſe two moſt 


areaſonable Requeſts. 1ft, Tell them plainly, waey 


Art. xx, and Can, XXV11, XX1X, xxx. 
B T7 YE \ and 


* 


*% 


4 


. 
0 


(2) 

and WHAT it is, you mean by the Cnuxcn? And, 2. 
Prove it, to have this Power veſted in it by GOD. 

_ Your Advocates for Church-Power, I know, love 
always to deal in Generals; and will twiſt a thouſand 
Ways, rather than explain their Scheme, and be forced 
to ſpeak out : But you, Sr, being a Gentleman of 
ſingular Intrepidity ; and affecting to do Things in, 
what you call, a Soldierly Manner, when your late Ap- 
Pendix came forth, proteſting to treat expressly of 
Chureb- Power, and in whom lode*d; I hoped to fee 
the Point, all Diſguiſes apart, openly and frankly 
handled ; and that a certain Judgment might now be 
formed what your Sentiments were, But, alas, vain 
were theſe Hopes! Not all the Invititions and Pro- 
vocations I have uſed, can draw you from the Dark- 


' = neſs where you artfully luck. Tho' the Regard you 


owe to Truth, to Juſtice, to the Sauls of your Diſſenting 
Brethren, and to your own Reputation, moſt ſtrongly 
obliged yon to is; yet you have not, durſt nct 
honeſtly and fairly tell us - wo the Perſons are whom 
GOD hath truſted with this Power; nor have pro- 
duced the leaſt Shadow of a Charter from Heaven, 
inveſting them with it. 

In moſt manifeſt Contradiftion, indeed, to our 
Conſtilutien; our Laws; our Articles and Canons, to 
which you bave folemnly fworn and ſubſcribed ; and 
een to your very SELF (as I ſhall preſently ſhew) you 

continue to affirm That this Power is vor Ar 
** ALL in the Civil Magiſtrate; that he hath declared 
« and recogniſed-it nat to be in himſelf; but is ſolely 
« in the Paſtors and Governors of the Church.“ 
But when I once and again preſs and provoke you to 
ſay, wuo theſe Governors and Paſtors are Are they 
the Archiiſbeps; or the Biſhops; or the Deans and 
Chapters of every Dioceſe; or the Prief in every 
Pariſh; or the Clergy met in Convocation? -—— You 
are ſour, and will not anſwer. No, if Diſſenters muſt 
have theſe knotty Points ſolved, let them ſeck it from 
other Hands. | | a | 
' ut 
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Bat what Idea, Sir, will he Public form of a Scho- 
lar, a Divine, a ſome-time Fellow of a learned Col- 
4255 arraigning us before its Bar, as guilty of high 

rimes in not ſubmitting to Churcb- Power; writing 
Tra& upon Tract to perſuade and ſeduce us to it; 
coming forth with an Appendix profeſſing to treat ex- 
preſely of Church. Power and in whom lodę d; and yet, 
with all this Parade, not capable of being induced-to 
fay——wHo tt is he means by theſe Paſtors and Go- 
vernors, to whom, under Peril of everlaſting Damna- 
tion, we are bound to ſubmit, 

I obſerve, you rank your ſelf with the Learned, and 
claim Precedence amongſt them. , and another 
« learned Gentleman * (Ego, & Rex menus) But will 
not the Learned diſclaim you; and treat your Lucubra- 
tions as an egregious Impertinence; who can thus dou- 
ble and evade, and meanly refuſe to ſpeak to the one 
ſingle Point, on which they all ſee the whole Contro- 
verſy turns? Muſt not all your pretended Charity; 
and Lamentation over our ſtraying Souls, appear to an 
high Degree ridiculous, and perfect Grimace ? Diſſen- 
ters dangerouſly fin, in rejecting a Power ordained by 
Almighty GOD: They profeſs themſelves ready to 
yield it Submiſſion, if ſhewn where it is: Mr. White, 
their pretended Friend, knows the grand Secret; but 
no Prayers can wreſt it from him; he is cloſe and de- 
mure; and leaves them to wonder on, and fin, and 
periſh in the Dark. | 

But to examine 2 romantic Scheme, as far as 
Conjecture can pick it out, —— The Church's Paſtors 
and Governors are ALONE poſſeſsd, you ſay, of this 
Power, By its Governors, tis preſumed, you,mean its 


Biſhops ; and by Paſtors, its Prieſts, Every Pariſh 


Prieſt then, (your good SeLF, Sir, amongſt the reſt) 
and every Biſhop of this Land, is veſted with this high 
Power: via, a Power of Decreting oTatr Rites and 
Ceremonies in Divine Worſhip, and of Injoining oTHER 
Terms of Chriſtian Communion, than either CHRIS or 
his Apgfles decreed or injoin'd; and of Pronouncing 
Appendix. Page 37. gh 
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AUTHORITATIVELY in Controverſies of - Faith, This 

you will note carefully, is the Power in Diſpute berwixt 

us. This the Power which your Church exerts : This 

the Power you claim for her ; and which you affirm. is 

veſted ſolely, (if I underſtand your Scheme) in its Bi- 
hops and Prieſts. 

But, pray, give me Leave to aſk———How do they 
poſſeſs it! ſeparately or conjuntily? It muſt be one of 
theſe. Has every Prieſt within his Pariſh; and every 
Biſhop within his Dioceſe, a Right to exerciſe this 
Power, ſeparately and apart from others? Or, muſt * 
they aſſemble in common Council, and by joint Suf- 
frage and Conſent iſſue forth their Determinations; to 
which the Conſciences of all the Faithful are bound to 
ſubmit? Not ſeparately and apart, tis preſumed you 
will ſay, but in Convocation convened. ' 

Accordingly, you lay, I obſerve, a mighty Streſs 

upon the ConvocaT1oN's Conſent to the Act of Uni- 
Formity, and the preſent eftabliſh'd Forms; and ſeem 
to repreſent this as that which alone gave Authority to 
both; and that as long as this Conſent of the Convoca- 
tion was witheld (as for a conſiderable Time it was) ſo 
long the Reformation “ was a Meaſure not quite cano- 
< nical nor eccleftaſtically right That it was a going 
« a little awry into ſome ea or extra- legal Ways — 
« That the King's Supremacy, on that Occaſion, was 
«© raiſed to an undue Height, and ſuch as ought not to be 
< \drawn into Example at other Times — That moſt, 
« if not all, the Reviews and Alterations which have 
been ſince made, have been made by the 'Biſhops 
« and Clergy, in, or by the. Authority, or with the 
4 Concurrence of the Convocation (your great Miſtake, 
4 here, you will preſently ſee) and if our Governors 
«© ſhall at any Time think fit to ſubject it, to any other 
« Alterations or Reviews, you will not ſuffer yourſelf 
c to doubt, but they will be made by eccle/taſtical and 
, even ſynodat Authority, before the civil Sandtion be 

ce added ro them * ,”? "2%; 
The Authority of the Convocation is, I ſee, the Phan- 
zom that haunts your Mind, and has diſtorted ſtrangely 
» Appendix, Page 8, 9. R 
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your Thoughts, on this Subject of Church-Power. 1 


will candidly endeavour your Illumination on this Point; 

as I have the Satisfaction to hope, I have, pot without 
Effect, attempted it on ſome other. 

Before you had taken on you, Sir, to write about 

Church-Power, you ought to have known — That, 


by the Conſtitution and Laus of England, the Convo- 


cation is really no Part of its Government; no Branch of 
its Ruling- Powers; has no Share of its Legiſlative Au- 
thority at all. To be amply convinc'd of this, I ſhall 
lead you to Authorities which you will have no Coun- 


tenance nor Power, however ſtrong your Jnclinatron 


may be, to conteſt, To ſome great ones, in the Lam, 
you have already been directed “, which you have 
(and with good Reaſon) not preſumed to diſpute. Turn 
your Attention, now, to ſome of your own Biſhops, 
the Ornament, the Supports, the Glory of your Church: 
Who were honoured with the firſt Rank among thoſe 
Paſtors and Governors, with whom alone you declare 
Church- Power is lodged. " 

A Gentleman: of your Condition hath, no dou 


N Heard, at leaſt, of the Writings of thoſe venerable 


Names Burnet, Kennet, Nicholſon, Hody, and particu- 
larly Wake, your late excellent Archbiſhop, on this 
Subject of the Convocation. 

A due Attention to their learned Reſearches on this 


Point, will effectually eaſe. your Mind of the Errors it 


labours under. From the /aft of theſe great Perſons, I 
ſhall preſent you with a few ExtraZs,. to ſet right your 
Miſapprehenſions as to the real Conſtitution and Nature 
of your Church; which you ſeem {excuſe my Freedom) 
2 unacquainted with, and not at all to under- 


0 To root up. and deſtroy for ever, the dangerous 


- Abſurdity of :wo independent Powers (i. e. the Power 


you are claiming for your Paſtors and Governors, inde- 
pendent of the Civil Magiſtrate) the Wiſdom» of our 
giſlature hath enacted and decreed, “by the Statute 


„% 25 Hemy VIII. called the AZ. of - Sunm15$10n. 


#* Dilſent, Gent, 1 Letter, Page 13. + 4 
| 1ſt. That 


(6) 
« 1|, That the Convocation ſhould from thenceforth 
« be aſſembled only by the King's Writ, a2dly. That 
« jt ſhould, make no Canons or Conſtitutions but by Vir- 
&« tue of the King's Licence, firſt given them, ſo to do. 
« 2dly. That having agreed on any Canons or Conſti- 
<« 1utions, they ſhould yet neither publifþ nor execute 
them, without the Airg's Confirmation of them. 
* Nor, 4thly. By Bis Authority, execute any, but with 
« theſe Limitationsz that they be neither againſt the 
« King's Prerogative, nor againſt any Common ot Sta- 
% jute Law; nor, finally, in any other Reſpect con- 
6 trary to the Cuſtoms of the Realm.” Vid. Wake's 
Appeal, &c. Page 4. 


The learned Metropolitan further informs you 


« That Chriſtian Princes have a Right; and from 
„ Conflaniine the Great, down thro? ſucceeding Ages, 
have exerted the Right ; not only of exerciſing Au- 
i thority over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, but to interpoſe 
in ordering Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs —— That when 
«* the Civil Magiſtrate adviſed with the Clergy about 
« calling a Synod, it was not look'd upon as a Matter 
«© of Right; but that be often called Synods without 
« ſuch Advice: And when the Biſhops have eat- 
« neſtly deſited a Council, and it has been refuſed by 
* the Magiſtrate, they have ſubmitted, and not rec- 
«©. kon'd themſelves to have a Right to meet without his 
«® Leave When a Synod was reſolved on, the Prince 
„ determin'd, or allow'd, the Time. and Place of 
„Meeting. and what Perſons ſhould come to them 
«„When Synod: are aſſembled, he ſhews, the 
« Civil Magiſtrate has a Right to preſcribe the Matters 
„ on which they are to debate; as alſo the Manner 
* and Method of their Proceedings in them; and, if 
4 he pleaſes, to fit in, and preſide over them; or to 
«« appoint his Commiſſioner to do it in his Stead, (Thus 
« Ld, Cromwell, a Lay Perſon, fat in, and preſided 
over the. Convocation for the King, Hen. VIII.) They 
« cannot diſſolve themſelves, nor depart from Council 
« but by the King's Licence——Their Definitions are 


„ Wake's Authority of Chriſtian Princes, Ac. Page 10 


* 1 
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«--no further ebligotory, than as ratified and confirm'd 
« by Civil, Awhority—— That the Prince is not 
e gbliged to confirm whatever the Clergy ſhall think 
« fit to determine * but a a _ anulling and 
t rejecting what bave done; to alter or improve, 
6 - add to or take from it. He denies the in- 
% herent Authority of the Church to make any Syno- 
4% dical authoritative Definitions; or that the fitting of 
© Convocatigns is any Right of the Church. And 
« ſays, that as even the King's Licence cannot give the 
« Convocative Authority to promulge or execute any 
« Canons, but what are agreeable to the Cyftoms and 
« Laws of the Realm; ſo he ought to ſubmit them to 
« the Examination of his Council learned in the Law; 
by them to be adviſed, whether they are thus agree- 
40 , before he confirms them *.“ - 

So that the Convocation, you ſee, are not ſo much as 


4 the King's Supreme Council in ecclefiaſtice! Affairs. 


There are others who are to judge after them; to fit as 


a Check above them; to inſpect, controul, approve or 


reje& the Advice they give the King; even his Council 


i 
.> 
.__—- . 
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The Archbiſhop adds—— That as the King has 
«© Power, without a Convocation, to make and publiſh 
« ſuch Injunctions as u Hall think the Neceſſities of 


& the Church to require, and to command the Obſerv- 


% ance of them: So he may, with the Advice and 
„ Conſent of his Parliament much more, (i. e. I ap- 
« prehend, he may without, much more with, their 
« Advice and Conſent) make what eccle/aftical Laws 
© he ſhall think fitting, for the Diſcipline of the 
„Church; and may alter, correct, difallow, or cori- 
firm the Reſolutions of the Convocation according to 
« bis un Likiog F.“ 

And, finally, he gives a Liſt of a great Number of 


| Alterations, Reviews, and Reformations iti eccleſiaſtical 


Matters, which have been done entirely by Sztzcr 
CommITTxes, without any Advice or Conſent of a 


'* Wate's Authority of Chrif, Pr. &c, Page 130. + Ibid, Page 136. 
Coroocation 
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Convocation (through all the ſeveral Reigns of Hey. 
VIII. Edw. VI. O. Elz. James I. and Charles l.) 


When the King having firſt appointed a certain Number , 


of Biſhops and Clergymen (whether they ſhall be Clergy 
or Laity, or what Number of each, is entirely in B15 
Choice) to conſider what may be fit to be ordered, then 
injoins it by his Royal Authority. And adds (directly 
contrary to what you aſſert) That AT TER THIS MAN- 
NER, Viz. by ſeleft Committees, (and Acts of Council) 
the Reformation of the Church of England was in great 
Meaſure carried on, and its moſt important Affairs 
tranſacted v. And in his Appendix, No. VII. he pre- 
ſents you with a long Catalogue of Canons; Injuncti- 
ons; new Tranſlations of the Bible; Articles of Religion 
ſet forth; Explications made of them; Examinations 
of Ceremonies; Homiliet compoſed; Prayers ſent to 
the Archbiſhop; with Ordets for their public Uſe ; Viſi- 
tations'of the whole Kingdom, with an entire Suſpenſion 
of Epiſcopal Juriſdiction z (The Viſiiors were two Gen- 
tlemen, a Civilian, a Regiſter, and only one Divine. 
Echard's Hiſt. Eng; Page 200.) new Offices of Com- 
munion; other Offices reform'd; new Catechiſm drawn 
up; &c. '&c;----All done by private Commiſſions, or 
otherwiſe, out of Co voc ATI T. So that the Clergy 
in Convocation have not the leaſt Ground to claim as a 
RaGHT 10 be conſulted in any future Reformations or 
Reviews. If the Government ſhall indulge them with 
Leave to aſſemble, and to give their Sentiments on 


* Wakes Auth. of Chr. Pr. æc. Page 256. The King, ſays Full, would 
not intruſt the Convocation with a Power to meddle with Matters of Religion, 
from a juſt Jealouſy he had of the ill Affection of the major Part thereof 
who, under the fair Rind of Proteſtant Profeſſion, had the rotten Core of Romi 


Superſtition, It was therefore conceived ſafer for the King to rely on the 
Ability and Fidelity of ſome Sclef Confidents, cordial to the Cauſe of Religion, 


than to adventure the ſame to be diſcuſs'd and decided by a ſuſpicious Convo- 
cation, C burch-Hifery, Book VII, Page 421. 
+ Whether ! And in what Method, our preſent Governors may think proper 


to attempt any further Reviews, I preſume not to gueſs : But, perhaps may 


be allow'd to ſay, That whoever knows the real Hiſtory of Eg Convo- 


CAT1ONS ; and obſerves the narrow and bigotted Spirit; the petulant, cenſor iout, 


wneatholic and rigid Temper, which has ever generally prevail'd there; eſpeci - 
ally, in its inferior Members; will indulge but faint Hopes of Reformations 


from that Quarter, 
„ | theſe 


recites to this Effect 
* mon Prayer, &c. having been injoin'd to be uſed by 


to) | 

theſe Things, it is to be gratefully received, as a Mit- 
ter of Grace, not of Right ; and to be uſed with due 
Humility and Deference to the Roy AL Judgment; in 
which the SUPREME eccle/taftical Wiſdom is by our Con- 
ſtitution declared, and by all our Clergy acknowledg'd . 
to reſide. | 


By this Time, no queſtion, Sir, you have an hum- 


bler and juſter Senſe of the Power of a Convocation ; 
and perceive it to be no Part of our Government, and 
that it has no Legiſlative Power or Authority in theſe 


Realms, 
Your favourite fantaſtic Scheme, then, „of Paſtors 
“ and Governors having the sol PowER as to Church 


„Malters; and that the Civil Magiſtrate bas nonE AT 
== <* art *” is really, you now ſee, of very dangerous 
and important Conſequence ; actually ſubverſive of our 
& preſent happy Conſtitution ; wreſts from the King and 
Parliament an high Branch of their Prerogative ; im- 
= peaches their ſupreme Authority ; attempts to ſet up ana- 
lber Legiſlative Power; and is a deep Indignity caſt 
upon our Reformation from Pop ER, which w 
effected onLy by the Civil Magiſtrate, your boaſte 
Paſtors and Governors ſtruggling vehemently agaiaft 
it. Are theſe the Returns you make for the Indulgence 
of that Government, by whoſe Favour you live at Eaſe 


upon the Labour and Sweat of others! —— 

The Times of Hen. VIII. Edw, VI. and Qu. Elia. 
you ſay, were extraordinary Times, and the Regal 
Supremacy was then raiſed to an undue Height. Burg 
ſee how the Caſe ſtood, when the Church was in the 


Zenith of its Proſperity and Power! 1 mean at the 


Paſſing the A# of Uniformity of Charles Il. In the 
Preamble of which you have the Sentiments of the 
Legiſlature, and of that your moſt religious King, which 


D 


„ That the Book of Com- 


* the. Statute iſt Elixab. and ſince that by the Neglect 
of Miniſters, great Inconveniences and Schiſms hav- 


* x Defence, Page 18, 19. 
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ing happen'd ; for Prevention thereof, and for Set- 
thing the Peace of the Church, Sc. the King had 
granted his Commiſſion to ſome Biſhops and other 
Divines to review the Common Prayer Book, and to 
prepare ſuch Alteration and Advice as they thought 
fit to offer. And that afterward his Majeſty having 

called a Convocation, and having been pleaſed to 
authorize and require them to review the ſame Book, 
and make ſuch Alterations as to them ſhould ſeem 


* and the ſame having been done; his Majeſty hath 
* duly conſider d, and fully approved and allowed the 
„ ſame; and recommended to this preſent Parliament 
s that the ſame ſhall be appointed to be uſed in all 
« Churches, —Whereupon it is enacted, c.“ 

See here, how poor a Figure the Power of your Con- 


vocation makes when ſhining in its higheſt Glory ! The 


Clergy are authorized and required by the King to pro- 
poſe Alterations in Church Ceremonies and Forms, for 
Ns ConSIDER ATION and ALLOWANCE, as Supreme 
Head of the Church. The King approves and allows | 
fuch of them as he thinks fit; but in order to their 
having Power at all to oblige the Members of the 
Church, the King recommends them to his Parliament; 
who turn them into a Law. And thus only they ac- 


quire all their obliging Force, What, now, did the l ö 
Clergy in all this Affair! but give their Advice. 
Which might have been taken, or refuſed : So Law- 
yers, incapable of voting in Parliament, are often con- 


iz 


meet, and to exhibit and preſent the ſame to his 
Majeſty, for his further Allowance or Confirmation; 
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fulted in Foi ming and Making Laws; ſhall they there- 7 
fore ſet up for a Share in the Legiſlative Power; and 
exalt themſelves from Subje2s to be Rulers in the State? 
And when a moſt happy Alteration was, afterward, 
made in this Law, by the Ad of Toleration z which ſo 
deeply affected the Forms and Ceremonies of the 
Church, with regard to a great Number of-the Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom, Pray, tell me! What Hand | 


had the Convecation and Clergy in that important 
Church. Affair ? | 


And 
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1 And as Forms of Worſbip; fo Matters of Faith are 
enacted into Laws, judg'd and puniſh'd, entirely by 
the Civil Magiſtrate, without any Intervention or Aſſiſ- 
tance of the Clergy. By the Statute of gth and 10th 
of William III. it is enacted, That if any Perſon 
ſhall be convicted in the Courts of VMeſtminſter, or at 
the Aſſizes, of denying any one of the Perſons of the 
* Trinity to be GOD: Or, of maintaining that there 
are more GODS than one: Or, of denying the 
Chriſtian Religion, or the Authority of the Scriptures ; 
he ſhall forfeit—be imprifon'd, &c,—Here, again, you 
© ſee the Juriſdiction and Deciſion of the great Articles of 
X Faith declared by Parliament to be in the Lawyers, 
And as to the Puniſhment of Vice and Irreligion, the 
© Statutes againſt Drunkenneſs, Curſing, Swearing, the 
Breach of the Sabbath, c. ſufficiently ſhew that the 
Parliament and Common-Law Courts have taken to 
& themſelves the Cognizarce of tbeſe. And what now 
becomes of your Eccigſiaſtical Dominion and Canonical 
= Settlement fo above 200 Years? When it has been, 
and might in innumerable other Inſtances be ſhewn, 
that the King and Parliament have all along claimed 
and exerted a Supreme Right in Matters of Religion, 
Faith, Worſhip, and Practice. Your Eccleflaftical 
= Courts, indeed, are ſometimes permitted to take Cog- 
nizance of ſome of theſe Matters; but then it is to be 
X remember'd. 1. That theſe are the King's Courts; to 
be held only in his Name. 2. The Judges in theſe 
= Courts often are, always may, and (ſay many of your 
X molt learned Clergy) ought ever to be Laymen. And, 
3. The King, whenever he pleaſes, ſtays cheir Pro- 
ceedings; grants Probibitians; takes Cauſes out of 
X them, and removes them into his Courts of Common 
Law. What, now, is become of the original, 
radical Jux ispieriox, which you claim for your Paſ- 
jors and Governors | 

But to return to the Convocation, Our excellent 
Conſtitution, you fee, hath with great Sagacity circum- 
XF ſcribed its Power, and reduced it to a mere Shadow, or 
C2 jult 
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mous Council of Nice, down to the not- famous Conve- 


cation of L——n, An. 1717. ſad Experience hath ? 
ſhewn to have been little elſe than the Peſts and Trou- 
| bles of Mankind; Mints where pernicious Errors | 
have received the Stamp of Authority, and been ſent * 


out to corrupt the Church, and to ſet the World in 
Flames; and that, fer the moſt Part, they have been 
Conventions of intereſted, ambitious, fact ious and angry 


Men; who under a fair Pretence of Zeal for the Lord 


of Hoſts, have been driving furiouſly and foully on in 


juſt nothing at all. Eccleſiaſtical Synods, from the fi- 


Purſuit of worldly Views; and with an Affectation of 4 


being thought contending earneſtly for the Faith, have 


been only contending, like the Diſciples, who ſhould 
be greateſt among themſelves. This the Wiſdom of our 
Legiſlature knew to have been the Manner, the Practice 
immemorial, of eccleſiaſtical Synods ; and therefore 
guarded, with great Diſcretion, againſt the portentous 
Evilz denied them all Legiſlative Power; ſubjected 
them entirely to the Authority of the Civil Magiſtrate ; 
and thus hardly reſtrained them from throwing, as they 
have often done, the World in:o Confuſion; and fill- 
ing the Church with everlaſting Debates. 

And now, Sir, having thus labo red your Edifica- 
tion, in a Point of high Importance, where, *tis cer- 
rain, you greatly necded it; by this Time you begin 
to fee, not the Futility only, but the Preſumption, and 
che real Danger of your Scheme. That it is a Suggeſ- 
tion as groundleſs, as it is ungrateful and ill timed, that 
gur Reformation was not effected in a legal and right 
Manner. You fee, that, by repreſenting the Magi- 
ſtrate as having no Power in Church- Matters, you un- 
dermine that glorious Structure; betray it into Popiſh 
Hands ; and ſubvert the very Foundation of your own 
admired Church: And thar by laying ſo eſſential a 
Streſs, as you do, upon the Convocation's Aſſent to the 
Att of Uniformity, by which tne Reformation and the 

ſent Church was eſtabliſh'd, you ſuggeſt to a craſty 
fait unanſwerable Matter to inſult and expoſe _ 

1 * For, 
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(13) | 
For, pray, the Jeſuit will aſk, How was that Aſſent of 
the Convocation obtain'd ? Was it not by the Magiſ- 
trates Depriving the holy Biſhops; and Thruſting out 
the Church's Paſtors from thoſe Seats, and from that 
Authority which GOD had given them therein? And 
can the Aſent of a Convocation thus pack'd by the 
| Magiſtrate, make that legal, canonical, and ecclefiaſti- 
cally right, which was before illegal, uncanonical, and 
eccleſiaſtically wrong? | 
Beſides, to talk of the Convocation's Ass Nr and 
XZ ConcuRRENCE, is Language altogether unconſtitutional, 
and has a great deal too aſſuming and preſumptuous an 
Air. Submiſſion, Sir, and Obedience is all the Convoca- 
tion was capable of giving. The King may give his 
Aſent, and either Houle of Parliament may give their 
Aſent, and thereby confirm and give Authority to any 
Act: But ſhould the Magiſtrates of a Country Town 
talk of rukrHER Confirming it by rug IR Concurrence 
and Aſent; which would they moſt provoke, your 
Indignation, or your Mirth? And yet, the Corpora- 
tion of a Corniſh Burrough, Sir, has, as much Rigby, 
by our Conſtitution, to talk of Ratifying by their A 
ſent any Law of the Crown, as the Convocation 
itſelf “. | | 
And hence, by the Way, you ſee the extreme Va- 
nity of your Imagination That the Civil Ma- 
« piſtrate, by ratifying the X Xth Articley, hath recog- 
„ nized and owned the Power to be not in bimſeif, but 
in the Church *'----1. e. as you are pleaſed to under- 
ſtand it, in the Clergy, By what Logick, Sir, do you 
make the Church, in that Article, to mean the Clergy ? 
Are not the LAT alſo an eſſential Part of the Church? 
Does not the very preceding Article, XIXth, expreſsly 
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* The Convocation never gave their Aſſent at all to the Articles of Religion in 
K. Edward's Reformation, And all the Aſſent they ever gave to Q. Elizabeth's 
(as far as I can find) was the ſetting forth the Articles, which was not done 
till January 1563 : Whereas the Reformation was eſtabliſh'd by the Firſt of 
Eliz, January 1558. Vid. Fuller Ch. Hiſt, B. IX. Page 52 and 72. 


| | I 3 Defence, Page 17. Appendix, Page 5. 
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declare they are? Defining the Church—70 be a Con- 
gregation of faithful Men----But, would you impure to 
the Magiſtrate ſo tame, fo abſurd, fo ridiculous a Part, 


of - == — 


as publickly to diſown himſelf to have any Power in 
Church Matters: Yea to dem himſelf to belong to the 8 


Congregation of the Faithful! Yes, with Aſtoniſhment 
be it ſeen, this is what you are not aſhamed openly to 


impute to him. For the King and Parliament, you 
« ſay, have plainly di/owned any ſuch Power, as we 
« are ſpeaking of, in :bemſetves ; and recognized it to 
« be in the Church; and no Body imagines that by tbe 


« Church they mean themſelves.* “ gut if by de- 


claring it to be in the Church, they have diſowned it to Rx 
be in themſelves; they have, thereby, alſo diſowned 3 


themſelves to be of the Congregation of the Faithful; 
for this Congregation they declare to be the Church, to 
whom his Power belongs. Beſides ; this is ſuppoſing 


the Kino to diſewn and give up a Power which the 1 


whole Legiſlature hath ſolemnly veſted in him; and 
which every Biſbep and Eccigſiaſtick in the Kingdom 
(till the Time of K. William) did ſwear, that he be- 


lieved in his Conſcience to be true, under the Penaltj 
of a Premunire, via. That the King is the only - 


« preme GOVERNOR of this Realm; as well in all ſpiri- 


« tual or ecclefiaſtica! Things or Cauſes, as temporal ; J 
Wand that they will aſſiſt and defend him in ſuch ? 


« Juriſdiction and Authority.“ 


Sce, now, the hopeful State to which you have 
brought the Civil Magiſtraie! You have made him io 
divelt himlelf of all Power as to Church Matters, and 
to recognize it to be in you, the Clergy. He is now. 
theretore, in all theſe Affairs, to be ſubject to you his 
HIGHER PoweRs. You have Authority from GOD 7 


to make Laws, and to preſcribe Rites, which Kings 


and Parliaments are to obey: To bind your Kings in 1 
Riſe up, Oye 


Chains, ſpiritual, eccleſiaſtic Chains 


® x Defence, Page 17, 


ſtructed, 


Kings, to thele your Paſtors and Governors! be in- 
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ſtructed, and pay Homage to their ſpiritual Decrees f 
to This Doctrine was the happy Engine, which hath of- 
t, ten lifted humble Biſhops, to the | high Places of the 
in | 


Earth; hath made Kings bow down before them, and 
E ſubjected Emperorsto their Feet, | 4 

1 Ecileftaſtical fairs, Sir, you are too ſagacious not 
to know, take in a mighty Compaſs; and very natu- 


Wu rally comprehend the Principles, the Manners, tlie 
e whole ſocial and moral Conduct, of thoſe over whom 
to theſe holy Paſtors are to wach. Thus the Priefts of 


the Church have exalted themſelves, for many Ages, to 
be Princes of the World; and by Claims of ſpiritual “ 
Power, have hook*d in enormous Shares of temporal 
Grandeur and Wealth. But, is this a proper Time, 
"Zthink you, to revive and to preſs Pretenſions of this 
Kiod? Thank Heaven, that Darkneſs is paſs'd! The 
Light of Chriſtian Liber'y dawns gloriouſly upon us; 
and expoſes all ſuch fanatic Claims to juſt Scorn and 


Reproach. 
But I preſs you no farther You begin to re- 
lent. Having urg'd you with the Weight of your 
XXIV Article, which you have frequently ſubſeri- 
bed; and of your XXX Canon to which you have 
ſolemnly ſwornz both which declare poſitively, your 
Church Ceremonies to be ordain'd by the Authority of the 
X Civit MacisTRATE ; you are, at length, conſtrain'd 
to own their Force. But, without the Honour of 
X Retrafting your former dangerous Aſſertion, ** That 
« the Magiſtrate has no ſuch Power at all *.” Tou are 
now brought to acknowledges That the 
« Truth of the Cafe is, all our Ceremonies, and 
Forms of Worſhip, are ordain'd, as they aught to 
Abe, both by ecclefiaſtical and crvit Authority .“ 
Heneſtly faid at laſt! Well, if by Civil Authority, 
then the Magiſtrate has {me Power in Ordering Church 
Matters, which you have all along denied him; and 
then the Power is not veſted ſolely in the Paſtors and 


Defence, Page 18, 19. + Appendix, Page 13. 
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Governors, as with great Pertinacity you have. inſiſted q 
it was. Render then to Ceſar, the Things which are 
Cæſar s; and lift not up the Heel againſt the Hand 


by whoſe Bounty you are fo liberally fed. 


You are now willing, I find, to compromiſe the 
Matter, and to go Shares with the Magiſtrate, in the ® 
Enjoyment of this Power; and preſume to talk of an 
ALLIANCE, and of Traus on which it ſtands, - be- 
twixt the State and the Church. This ArL1ance, Sir, 
is a mere Phantom, conjured up by the Strength of a 
late warm Imagination, to preſerve at leaſt a Shadow 
of its loſt Power to the Church *. Neither our Hiftory, 3 
nor our Laws know any Thing at all of it. The Na- 


ture of our Conſtitution utterly diſowns it; . and avows 


the Church to be not-an All v, but a SusJect to the 
State. An ALLtance ſuppoſes Independency in the 
Powers betwixt whom it ſtands. But, by the famous 


Ad of | Submiſſion, the Church hath reſign'd all Preten- 


ſions to Independency; and given up its Powers into te 
Hands of the State. The Truth of the Caſe is this. A 
few Centuries paſt, the Church was found guilty of a 
dangerous Rebellion and High-Treaſon againſt the State: 
-Whilſt it lay thus at Mercy, as a Criminal before its 
Judge, its Pardon and Life were given it, upon the 7 
\TzxMs of its Reſigning all Claims of ndependency, 
and Submitting itſelf thenceforward to the Will of the 
Prince. But behold! theſe Terms of Submiſſion, you 
have now, it ſeems, refined into Terms of Alliance; 
and the Church from a pardon'd Criminal, now claims 
to be a rival Power; and to have its Rights and Juriſ- 2 
diction independent of the State. Our Ceremonies © 
« and Forms of Worſhip are ordain'd by xccLestas- © 
4 TICAL, as well as CIVIL Authority.” But theſe, alas! 
are but Illuſions which mock your heated Fancy; for 
.ecclefiaſtical Authority, as diſtinguiſh'd from civil, you 
may reſt aſſured, there is none. Aſk your learned 
Biſhops, and they will utterly diſclaim it. Aſk your 


* See a late excellent Comment on WaznurToN's Alliance, &c, 
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able Lawyers; and they will tell you, that you incur 
the Danger of a Premunire by preſuming to exert any 
one ſingle Act of Authority of this Kind. Aſk all 
the knowing Members of the Convocation itſelf, and 
they will anſwer, with one Voice, Tig not in us | 
AUTHORITY we have none, Yea; Aſk the meaneſt 


* Novice in the Hiſtory of the Reformation, and of the 
= Eſtabliſhment of your Church; and he will preſently 


acquaint you, that your Ceremonies and Forms were 


NOT ordain'd by BOTH eccle/iaſtical and civil Authority ; 
but by civil Authority onLy : The Ecclefraſticks in 
Convocation, and in the wo Univerſities, obſtinately 
refuſing to give their Concurrence; and even entering 
their very ſolemn and zealous Proteſt againſt it. 

But, you are {till harping that the Convocation at laſt 
gave their Alſſent, Pray ! how did they give it? Not 
till they had been firſt garbled and pachd by the Magiſ- 
trate: All the Biſhops, ſave one, exiled, impriſon'd, 
turn'd out, By his Authority; and new, according to 
his Taſte, put into their Room; beſides, the invinci- 
ble Artillery of Deaneries, Prebends, ſnug and fat Li- 
vings play d ſtrongly. upon the inferior Clergy : Many 
Dignutaries amonglt theſe, alſo, being deprived by the 
civil Power, And, is it ſtrange that the Convocation, 
thus powerfully attack'd,* made no long Reſiſtance z 
but yielded, howeyer relufant, to what the Parliament 
had done* ? But their Concurrence, I muſt again tell 
you, whether free or forced, gave, and could give, 10 
AvuTRaoORITY to the new Eſtabliſhment ; becauſe, by our 
Conſtitution, they had not the leaſt Grain of Au ro- 
RITY to give. Suppoſe the Convocation had refuſed 
their Concurrence to that Act of the Legiſlature ; would 


Hear what even Echard, who was never ſuſpected of Partiality againſt 
the Church, ſays----** Fourteen Biſhops, twelve Deans, twelve Archdeacons, 
** fifteen Heads of Colleges, fifty Prebendari:s, and eighty Re&ors, were de- 
5 prived by the Quzxx. But it was ſtrongly believed, that, of the reſt, 
the greateſt Part complied againſt their, Conſciences ; and would have been 
** ready for another Turn, if the Queen haſ ted while that Race of Incumbents 


* lived, and the next Succeſſor had of anether Religion.“ Echard's 
Hiſt, Eng. Page 330, 
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the Law not have had its Force ? You dare not affirm 
it. Suppoſe, again, the Clergy had eſtabliſh'd any 
new Forms, without an Ad of Parliament; would the 
—— have been obliged to yield Obedience to them? 
neither durſt you aſſert this. | 

However, not to diſcourage good Beginnings, I will 
take you where you are We are come, then, to this 
Iflue. That the c:vil Magiſtrate has Power to ordain 
Ceremonies and Rites of Worſhip, and to make new 
Terms of Chriſtian Communion and that the Things 
of this Kind which are done in the Church of England, 
are done, at leaſt in Part, by civil Authority, This is 
what you now grant. But the Queſtion then returns, 
with unanſwerable Weight upon you———WHo gave 
him this Power ? War Charter hath lodg'd it in 
him? Not, ſurely, the Scriptures ; the only Charter of 
the Chriſtian Church. For all the Power or Authority 
which the Scriptures give the Magiſtrate relates only, 
and can relate but, to Things of a civil Nature; and 
cannot at all relate to Things of Worſhip and Religion. 
This never can be conteſted, becauſe the Magiſtrate 
was, at the Time, when the Scriptures were wrote, and 
for near three hundred Years after, Infidel and Pagan. 
St. Paul, therefore, by commanding us to be ſulject to 
the bigher Powers ; and to obey Magiſtrates, for Conſci- 
ence Sake, becauſe they are the Miniſters of GOD, for 
G. does not, in the leaſt, require our Obedience 
to their Decrees as to Ceremonies and Forms of Worſhip; 
or, our Conformity to their Eſtabliſnments, in Things 
of a religious Nature. No, St. Paul himſelf, and all 
the Apoſtles were very zealous Nonconformiſts, The 
grand Scope of all their Labours, their Preaching, 
their Lives was to perſuade and draw Men off from the 
eftabliſh'd Forms of Worſhip; and to convince them 
that, in theſe Affairs, there was ONE King only, and 
ONE Lerd to whom their Homage alone was due: 
Even JESUS, who by his Sufferings had merited 
this high Honour, and to whom alone GOD has 
commanded that, 'in Things of Religion, every Knee 
ſhall bow. | Here, 
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Here, then, I again call upon and provoke you to 
tell me W 2 the civil Magiſtrate this Autho- 
rity in religious Mat ters? You are /ilent, and 
cannot fay—— Well, then, if by the Command of 
Almighty G OD, and by the original Conſtitution of 
the Chriſtian Church, he hath none; then, the Subjects 
of IEsus CHR1sT are under no Obligation to obey his 
Injunctions, in Things of a religious Nature; conſe- 

uently, are In no Fault in Diſſenting from eſtabliſh'd 
=p and conſequently, your Cenſures of them, as 
great SINNERS for ſo doing, are extremely raſh and 
uncharitablez for which it becomes you, to be humbled 
greatly before GOD, and to aſk Pardon of Men, 

See, now, the unhappy Pinch to which you are re- 
duced If you ſay the Magiſtrate has Authority to 
decree Ceremonies, and Forms of Worſhip, to make 
new Forms of Communion, and to determine Contro- 
verſies of Faith—you then ſin againſt the undoubted 
Rights and Conſtitution of the CHRISTIAN Church; 
againſt GOD, againſt Jesvs CHRIST, againſt Reaſon 
and Common Senſe, But if you ſay that he has not, 
you then ſin againſt the Church of England, againſt its 
Laws and Conſtitution : You are a Diſſenter, at leaſt, 
in Principle; but, perhaps, have not Fortitude enough 
to ſacrifice, what you call, your Snugneſs, by profeſ- 
ing (pony your Diſſent. 

aving thus conſidered the former Part of your 
Self- Repugnant Scheme. 1. That the Magiſtrate has 
not: And, 2. That he has the Authority which he 
claims and exerciſes in your Church: I ſhould now pro- 
ceed to the other, viz. That it is lodeed in the Church's 
Paſtors and Gavernors, But, here, to the Surprize of 
every attentive Reader, you content yourſelf with A, 
ſerting, without paying him the Compliment of ſo much 
as Attempting to prove them, poſſeſe'd of this Power. 
The B1BLE, I thought you knew, to be the Religion of 
Proteſtants, and the Schirrukks, the only Rule of 
their Practice and Faith. But behold! A Proteſtant, 
a Divine, claiming an high Power for his Paſtors and 
; D 2 Gover- 
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Governors; a Potver in which the Peace and Purity of 
the Chriſtian Church is eſentially concern'd ; and yet 
not able, nor when called upon pretending, to produce 1 
one ſingle Text of Scripture in Support of this 


Claim, 


I have pointed you to ſeveral expreſs Commands of b 
the Sacred Law, which directly forbid and condemn this XX 
pretended Poter; have ſhewn you, that Chriſtians are 


the Lorp's Freed-Men, that they are each for Himſelf, 
to ſtudy, and teach the Scripture. Jo examine and try 
the Spirits To call no Man upon Earth Masr Ex, 


and are not 10 be called Razr, 1. e. are neither to ac- 
knowledge, nor to claim any Authority over others in 
Things of Religion, becauſe ON E only is dur Laugi- 

ver and Maſter, in theſe Things, even Cyg1sT; and all 
Chriſtians are Brethren, That tho' the Princes of the | 
Gentiles exerciſe Dominion over them; and they who 7 

are great, exerciſe AuTRoRITY upon them, it SHALL 
What have you 


NOT BE SO amoncsr you 
replied, Sir, to theſe plain and dire Commands: 
Have you ſo much as attempted to evade their Force? 
No: but with conſcious Impotence ſtand ſtill; and ſec 
this Seripture-Artillery demoliſhing the boaſted Thrones 
of your Paſtors and Governors, and beating down the 
high Places to which your Imagination had raiſed them, 
without fo much as extending a feeble Hand for their 


Support. 
From what has been ſaid, on the Point of Church 
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Power, you fee with how little Reafon you plume your- 4 


{elf and Gentlemen of the Eſtabliſhment, as the on 
proper Champions to encounter the Church of Rome 
Upon the Head of Hereſy, Schiſm, Ordination, 


* Tradition, ' Church-Unity, and Catholic-Communion, Y 
no Proteſtant is ſo well qualified to write . — theſe, 1 


and fo likely to do it to the Conviction of a Papilt, 
as one of the Church of England; but, to be ſure, 
not a Proteſtant Diſſ-nter.” What Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters can do on the Popiſh Controverſy, the Saller's- 


Hall Lectures will ſhew to their laſting Honour. And, | 


in 
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in Truth, all your mighty Champions, Chillingworth, 
= Hales, Stilling fleet, Middleton, &c. in all their Con- 
: flicts with the Church of Rome have been ever forced 
IX to quit heir own, and to borrow our Weapons; and 


1 to theſe alone have owed the Triumphs they have 


in'd. 
Councils, Fathers, the Church's Power to decree Rites 
are Armour 
in which no Proteſtant dares look a ſagacious and learn- 
ed Jeſuit in the Face. No; but the Sufficiency of Scrip- 
ture, and the Right of private Fudgment (our diſtin- 
guiſhing and proper Principles) are the any Method of 
Aſſault before which the Romi/b Syſtem immediately 
falls. Theſe, Sir, if you know any Thing of the State 
of that Controverſy, you muſt know to have been 
the Principles upon which your own learned Doctors 
have defended the Reformation; and be Principles on 
which alone it is capable of Defence. But then you 
are to remember alſo, that they are Principles on which 
the Church of England can never poſſibly be defended ; 
and which, if faithfully and duly follow'd, would have 
brought Chillingworth, and Hales, and Middleton amongſt 
us; and would make every intelligent and honeſt Pro- 
teſtant, in this Kingdom, a Diſſenter from the eſta- 
bliſh'd Church. | 

For if the ScxryTuRE be, indeed, a ſufficient and 
perfect Rull x; what becomes of your additional Splen- 
dors (as you are pleaſed to call them) and your Improve- 
ments upon Chriſtianity! What, of your Church's 
Pow x 10 decree Ceremonies and Rites! What, of Spon- 
ſers and the Croſs in Baptiſm, Kneeling at the Lord's 
Supper, Bowing to the Eaſt, c of which the Schi- 
TURES, the ſufficient and perfef# Rule, ſay not a Word. 
And if the Right, and the Duty of private Judgment be 
acknowledg'd, into what a Fume, alas! evaporates 
the Church's boaſted Authority in Controverſies of Faith! 
Your learned Doctors themſelves felt, and own'd, the 
Difficulty of the Part they had to act. And *tis, really, 
pleaſant to obſerve ; how, in their Attacks upon Diſ- 

| ſenters, 
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Unters. Councils and Fathers, Church- Authority and 
Church-Power, the Danger and Sin of Schiſm, &c. are 
gravely muſter'd up, and plied warmly upon us. But 
no ſooner does a crafty Feſuit come forth arm'd, 
Cap a Pe, with Weapons of this Kind, than away they 
are all flung / to our Quarters they retreat! Then, the 
BiBLE, #be BinLz only is the Religion of Proteſtants, 
and every Man is to read, and to judge for himſelf; then, 
not thoſe, who ſeparate from a Church, that impoſes 
unlawful (unſcriptural) Terms, are guilty of Schi/m ; 
but the Church alone is guilty in impoſing ſuch 
Terms. 

A flight Attention will ſhew you, with how ex- 
tremely 1 a Grace a Church of England Divine mult 
appear upon the Head of Schiſm, Tradition, Church- 
Unity Who by the Travbitions of Men (Spon- 
ſors, the Croſs, Sc.) hath notoriouſly made void the 
Commanament of GOD (to receive one another, but 
not to doubtful Diſputations *.) Who breaks, in a fla- 
grant Manner, the Unity of the Chriftian Church, 
by ſetting up new Forms of Fellowſhip and Commu- 
nion in it; and by caſting out ſuch as Chriſt receives 
into it: And who declares, before the World, againſt 
CaTHoLic-ComMmunion, by refuſing to admit any to 
the two Sacraments of Religion; except, beſides what 
Cbriſt and his Apoſtles have ordain'd, they ſubmit alſo 
to ſome Rites which themſelves have ordain'd, as Im- 
provements upon the Plan which the inſpired Apoſtles 
left. And is this, now, a Man to encounter 
Remiſb Emiſſaries? Muſt he not go forth with infinite 
Diſadvantage, and feel his own Weapons turn'd vio- 
lently upon himſelf? But, the Diſſenter, who ſtands 
faſt to his diſtinguiſhing and proper Principles (Suffici- 
ency of Scripture, and Right of private Judgment) at 
once beats them. from the ſtrong Holds of Councils and 
Fathers (where you have been aſſaulting, but hardly 
able to diſlodge them) and makes all their learned Sa- 
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phiſtry fall before the Sacred Force of the BIIIE and 
Common Sense, And hence it is, as before obſerveds 
that the Swarms of unhappy Proſclytes, which theſe 
Seducers are ſaid to make, are all drawn from your, 
not one that I have ever heacd of, from our Churches: 
Your Doctrincs and Forms too naturally preparing 
them to take that fatal Step. | 

But it is Time that we now quit the Subject of 
Church-Power. I have treated it the more largely, be- 
cauſe it enters into the Eſſence, and 1s the one ſingle 
Point, every Perſon ſees, on which the whole Cantro- 
verſy turns. Your other two Points, the Sacramental 
Teft, and the Rega! Supremacy, I ſhall diſmiſs in fewer 
Words: | 

As to the Firſt, The Sacramenta! TEST I per- 
ceive nothing in your Appendix which either merits or 
needs a particular Reply. Only becauſe you ſtill inſiſt, 
that as the Law now ſtands, the Prieſt has a Power of 
Repelling evil Livers, when they come to receive the Sa- 
crament, as @ Qualification for a Place; and by this 
wrong Apprehenſion, are kept from viewing the Af- 
fair in a Light fo diſtaſteful as it really deſerves ; I ſhall 


offer a few Things for your Illumination alſo here: 


Preſuming, when you ſee, that you have not Power, in 
that Caſe, 10 refuſe the CHR1STIAN COMMUN1ON 7 
the wickedeſt Man living, you will groan under the diſ- 

raceful Yoke; and for the Honour of Chriſtianity, and 
the Eaſe of your own Conſciences, you will be the firſt 
to wiſh its Repeal. Now this is a Point of Law, and 
has been given againſt you, by the learned in that Pro- 


feſſion. And, if you attentively weigh the Caſe, their 


Opinion will appear grounded upon Reaſons of very 
Perg and unanſwerable Strength. Becauſe, if the 
rieſt has a Liberty of DIScRET IO in this Caſe, it is 
then in his Power to deprive the King of the Services 
of his loyal and good Subjects; as alſo, to deprive the 
Subjefts of ſome of the moſt valuable Favours of the 
Prince; yea, the Prieſt has then a Power to put a Ne- 
gative, in many Cafes, upon the Nominations of his 
5 SAVE-' 
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SovERE1GN to Poſts of the higheſt Dignity and Im- 


rtance in the State. | 

Nis Majeſty appoints a Perſon to ſome great Office 
in his Army, his Houſhold or his Fleet; but the Law 
forbids him to ad (at leaſt, but for a ſhort Time) till 
he has firſt taken the Sacramental Teſt: He comes, 
therefore, according to Law, to qualify for his Place. 
No, Sir, anſwers the Prieſt; I ſay you are a prophane 
and wicked Man, a notorious evil Liver: I am autho- 
rized therefore by the Rubric, and commanded by the 
Canon, to refuſe you the Sacrament ; and, be aſſured, 
I will not give it So here is the King's Commiſſion, 
the Subject's Expectations, and the Officer's good Ser- 
vices, all quaſh'd at once. 

But can it enter into an Imagination ſo vague as even 
yours, that our Laws have put it in. the Prieſt's Power 
thus to bar the King's Commiſſion to a General, an 
Admiral, a Secretary of State. Gentlemen who too 
much merit, perhaps, the Character of evi! Livers may, 
ſometimes, by the Royal Choice be appointed to high 
temporal Offices z and may be caþable of diſcharging 
them with great Advantage to their Country, and 
great Honour to themſelves. But, muſt the Prieſt's 
Conſent be aſk*d ! at his Diſcretion muſt it lie! whether 
the Perſon, whom the King hath honour'd with an high 
Commiſſion, ſhall preſume to proceed in the Execution 
of his Truſt! Yes, it really thus lies in the 
Prieſt's Power (you will have it) to put a Negative 
upon the Crown, Without the Prieſt's Approbation of 
him, as being noT an evil Liver, no Officer ſhall pre- 
ſume, nor can be qualified by Law to adi. 

I congratulate you much, Sir, that you are now 
even with the civil Magiſtrate. The Noli Proſequi's and 
Probibitions he has granted to ſtop Proceedings in your 
ecclefiaſtical Courts, have been Matter of long Griev- 
ance: Now, you have it in your Power to make am- 
ple Reprizals on him. You have now a Power, by 
Law, to judge after, above, the King. Tho' his 
Majeſty ever ſo much wants and defrres the ML of a 
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brave Officer, vou are firſt to /t in Judgment on him; 
to conſider whether he is an evil Liver; and according 
as YOU pronounce concerning his moral Character, he 
ſhall, or ſhall not, be qualified and allowed to act 
Theſe, doubtleſs, are the Days, of which bleſſed Laud 
is ſaid to propheſy ! Who hoped to ſee the Time, when 
no Jack Gentleman in England fbou'd dare to ftand cover 'd 
before the meaneſs Prieſt, The holy Martyr, indeed, 
died unble$'d with the Sight, But, you, his Son and 
Succeſſor in Doctrine and Spirit, are taking bold Strides 
to reach Piſgah-Top, from whence to fealt your Eyes 
with that promiſed happy State. 
1 might reſt the Matter here——and hope you are 
now convinced of the preſumptuous and high Nature of 
the Power you ate thus, publickly, again claiming for 
the Prieſt: But, to ſilence for ever all Doubts on this 
Head, I will preſent you with an Authority of irreſiſti- 
ble Weight. This is no other than the lower Houſe 
of Convocation, An. 1704; ſtaunch Champions for the 
Church, you know, as ever honour'd the Britiſh Iſle ; 
in thei” Addreſs to the upper Houſe, amongſt Grava- 
mina Cleri Grievances to be redreſs'd, they repreſent— 
The increaſing Difficulties of the parochial Clergy, 
% about adminiſtring the holy Sacrament indifferently 
&* to all Perſons who demand it, in order to qualiſy 
« themſelves for Office; becauſe they ſee not how 
they could, in ſeveral Caſes, act conformably to the 
& Rubrics and Canons of the Church, in Repelling 
% ſuch Perſons as were unworthy, and particularly no- 
“ torious Schiſmaticks, without expoſing themſelves to 


s vexatious and expenſive Suits at L aW“ — This 


was the Conſtruction which this learned Body of Clergy, 
you ſee, put upon this Law; but a Conſtrufion, be- 
cauſe I had made it, which you, bleſs'd with ſupeiior 
Light, take upon you to proncunce-—** forced, unac+ 
tural, whimſical, unequitable + *--— Happy eis nothing 
worle ! 


© * Tinda''s Hiſt. Eng. Vol. 111. Page 636, + Append, Page 20. 
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But, to conclude this Point If, as the Law now 
ſtands, the Prieſt bas, as you affirm, @ Power to repel 
evil Livers ; pray! what is the Reaſon that the Ru- 
brics and Canons, which fo ſolemnly oblige him to it, 
are not only, not faithfully obſerved, but moſt ſhame- 
fully violated, and quite trampled under Foot? Why, 
amongſt the Swarms of notorious evil Livers, Hereticks, 
Blaſphemers, and ' open Unbelievers, who continually 
come to the Loxp's TagLE, to qualify for a Place; 
do we never hear of one rejected by the Prieſt ? What! 
is there no Conſcience, no Virtue, no Integrity or Ho- 
nour left amongſt thoſe who adminiſter this holy Rite 
of Religion! ſeeing the Rubric requires, and the Canons 
obliges to rejef? theſe evil Livers; and the Scandal of 
receiving them (both to Deifts without, and to Cbriſ- 
tians within) is ſo crying and flagrant; Why, in the 
Name of GOD, whole Miniſters and Stewards you 
profeſs yourſelves to be, are theſe Enemies to his Go- 
vernment, theſe Aliens from his Family, theſe Deſpi- 
ſers of his Son, never rejected, but ever tamely re- 
ceived, as bis CHILDREN, to bis T a BL ——— Why! 
but becauſe 'the Prieſt knows there is a Law which 
hangs heavily over him, and threateps to puniſh with 
ſevere Penalty irs Breach: And this being the Caſe, 
he chuſes rather to throw himſelf upon the Mercies of 
GOD, than upon the Indignation of Man. 
And now, Sir, if with this dreadful and oppreſſive 
Yoke upon your Neck ; whilſt ſcoffing Infidels laugh, 
and diſcerning Chriſtians mourn; you are eaſy and 
well pleaſed; and bleſs yourſelf, and your Church in 
the Protection of his Law: All I ſhall fay, at preſent, 
is, that 1 envy not your Felicityz but heartily thank 
Heaven I have neither Lot nor Share in this Matter. 
Only, hear the Word, which GOD ſent by his Pro- 
phet of old to certain Time-ſerving Priefts. Exel. 
XLIV. 6, 7. Thou ſhalt ſay to the rebellious Houſe ;, let 
it ſuffice you of all your Abominations ; in that ye have 
© brought into my Santtuary Strangers, uncircumciſed in 
Heart, to be in my Sanctuary, to pollute 11 even MY 
Hovse, 
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Hovusz, . when ye 6ffer my Bread t bey have broken 
my Covenant, becauſe of all your Abominations, 

I have {aid too much on your firſt Topic, of Church- 
Power, to have either Room or Occaſion to add many 
Things on your , our Conſtitution in Church and 
State; Here, indeed, I obſerve with Pleafure, that 
amidſt the Shew you affect to make of confuting my 
Account of the regal Supremacy, and of our Conſtitu- 
tion, you hardly, in one ſingle Inſtance, preſume to 
contradict it, My Account, Sir, was founded upon 
Fat and upon Law. After cloſe Examination, I ſup- 
poſe you found it to be ſo; and therefore tho* to ſave 
Appearances, you would ſeem to ſay fomething on this 
Subject alſo; yet in your whole 14 Pages, there is 
ſcarce the Shew of any Oppoſition to what I had 
advanced, 

As for the Form of ſpeaking in Uſe amongſt us 
Our Conſtitution in Church and tate That it is really 
an re, as generally underſtood, 1 do not at 
all heſitate (with due Submiſſion to the great Authork 
ties by whom it is uſed) again to inſiſt. It is a Form 
of ſpeaking, no doubt, drawn from the Uſage of 
Popiſh Times; before the Reformation of our Religion 
took Place. For then there, truly, was a Conſtitution 
in Church, diſtinct from, and independent of, our 
Conſtitution in State. The Church had, then, its Laws, 
its Rights, us Officers and Powers, and its ſovereign 
or ſupreme Head, peculiar to itſelf, and apart from the 
State. But, now, by the Reformation all that [nde> 
pendency and Diſtinction is aboliſh'd; it is now become 

entirely and abſolutely a civil Syſtem: There are now 
no Laus in the Church. (I mean none of human Enac- 
tion). but what were made by the civil Magiſtrate, and 
receive all their Obligation and Authority from him: 
There are now no Officers in the Church but what are 
conſtituted by the Authority and Direction of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and are all liable to be unmade and deprived 
again by him——But that our Conftitution in Church, 
1s nothing really, but a civil or pariiamentary Conſti- 
2 tution; 
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tutton ; has, with inconteſtible Evidence, been ſhown 
in the preceding Letters; and is a Truth, indeed, fo 
plain, that no intelligent or ſober Member of your 
1 will, I apprehend, ſo much as attempt to 
eny. | | 
Our Conſtitution, therefore, being now chang'd by 
the happy Reformation ; ſo, doubtleſs, would this Form 
of Speaking too; but ſeems to have been retain'd for 
Reaſons of Policy, to ſooth the Meatneſs of thoſe who 
were then the weakeſt of all the People, and the moſt 
averſe to the Reformation, I mean the Clergy *. With 
the ſame condeſcending Views, probably, it is ſtill kept 
in Uſe ; but in real Strictneſs and Propriety to talk of 
our Conſiitution in Church and State, is not only to put 
the Body before the Head, the Effect before the Cauſe, 
the Handmaid before the Miſtreſs ; but it is to convey an 
Idea your Authorities could not poſſibly intend to con- 
vey, becauſe not founded in Truth, viz. That the 
Church has a Conſtitution diſtinct from, independent of, 
yea prior or ſuperior to our Conſtitution in Slate. By 
the Way, you will remember alſo, that the Preſbyterian 
Church of Scotland is as eſſential, fundamental, and un- 
8:terable a Part of our preſent ConsT1TuTION, as the 
epiſcopal Church of England can ever pretend to be. 
My Account of the Powzz which our Laws and 
Conſtitution give to the Kings and QUEENS of this 
Realm, in Affairs ecc/efraſtical; to inſtru, over-rule, 
direct, controul, all the Archbiſbops, Biſhops, and Prieſts 
of this Kingdom, in all their /acerdotal and moſt ſpiri- 
tual Concerns, &c. you do not pretend to /itigate, but 
rather attempt to. vindicate and explain, But you un- 
happily forget the one grand and material Point, for 
which it was introduced; and to which, above all other, 
it concern'd you to ſpeak ; and that is, to reconcile this 


So becauſe tis ſaid----The Lords Spiritual and Temporal----Will any one 
therefore plead, that a'BiÞbop is of higher Rank than a Date? Tis no more 
than giving a Lady the upper Place; or, according to the apoſtolic Precept, 
Honzuring the weaker Veſſel. What DefeRt of Argument does it ſhew, to lay 
ſuch Streſs upon a meer Compliment! 
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Conſtitution of the Church of England, with the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of Chrif: And to ſhew, that 
Diſſenters cannot ſeparate from the one, without the 
Danger.and the high Crime of Renting themſelves from 
the other. This was what you afferted, and flouriſhed 
copiouſly upon; but are now, I preſume, too well in- 
ſtructed to endeavour to ſupport. You now ſee them, 
Sir, to be two diſtin and quite different Societies: And 
will be hencetorward eaſed of thoſe painful Commiſera- 
tions over the Souls of your diſſenting Brethren, with 
which your generous Mind labour'd ; and be terrified 
no more with direful Apptehenſions on Account of our 
Schiſm, which ſeem all your Life long to have held you 
in Bondage. | 
There is a little unhappy Slip which, tho* not quite 
in Place, I ſhall cake Notice of here — In Page 13: 
of your Appendix, you charge me with falſe Play in 
« Citing your XXXIV Article, as declaring expre/sly 
* that your Church Ceremonies were ordain d by the civii 
% Magiſtrate. And aſk me Did you find there 
« any ſuch Words? And yet, with agreeable Sur- 
prize, I find you either ſo uncautious, or ſo honeſt, as 
within a few Lines, to cite the very Words of the Ar- 
ticle, which ſupport, in the ſtrongeſt Manner, the Senſe 
1 had given, where an open and wilful Violation of theſe 
Ceremonies is, by the Article declared, 1% be an Hurting 
the Authority of the civic MacisTRaTE. Can a Vio- 
lation of theſe Ceremonies. violate the Magiſtrate's Au- 
thority, if by bis Authority they had not been ordain?d ? 
Hut theſe are ſmall Matters, in Compariſon with 
what follows. The Affair of Mr. Vbiſton I thought 
you would gladly have let ſletcp. The Caſe, to be ſure, 
rung much: You have been once and again flinging to 
rid yourſelf of it; but the Manner in which you now 
do it, rather ſorely wounds, than gives you Relief. 
„Lou tax me with M.ſrepreſentation, and with no 
mean Talent that Way *.” Yea, have the Cou- 
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rage to confront me, with a Citation from Bp. Burnet 
to whom I had refer'd, as ſupporting my Account. 
But what will the World ſay, Sir! How will all your 
Leatned, amongſt whom you rank, hold you in great 
Deriſion ! When they ſce you undertaking to give the 
Public an Account of his Lordſhip's Hiftory of that 
Caſe; but, either careleſsly overlooking, or wilfully 

eſſing, the material and important Paſſages, which 
clearly and irrefragably ſupport my Account. 

& His Lordſhip, ſay you, reports it thus 
That at ſeeming doubtful, whether the Convocation 
«could, in the firſt Inftance, proceed againſt a Man 
« for Hereſy ; and it being certain that their Proceed- 
„ ings, if not warranted by Law, might involve them 
„ in a Premunire, the upper Houſe, in an Addreſs, 
« prayed the Queen to aſt the Opinion of the Judges, and 
«* ſuch Others as ſbe thought fit, concerning theſe Doubts, 
% that they might know how the Law ſtood in this 
„ Matter.“ Here you ftop ſhort with the Bifbop's 
Narration: having cither not Patience to read, or not 
Honeſtly. to write further; and then, with Flouriſh, 
aſk Will theſe Accounts now authorize you to 
« repreſent, as you do, the two Houſes of Convocation, 
<< as waiting upon her Majeſty ; and that too to be 
6 inſtructed by ber, and to learn ber Judgment; and 
C got that neither, how the Law ſtood in Relation to 
* their Proceedings, but how the Goſpel ſtood in Re- 
<«, lation to the Opinions of Mr. Mbiſton, and the Myſ- 
« tery of the Trinity? And do you not now perceive 
«your Miſrepreſentation of the. Caſe, and that I did 
4 not talk without Boot, when I ſpake of it as a Speci- 
« men of your Talent, which, indeed, is not mean 
„ that Way.“ ; | 
There is one Thing I here perceive, Sir; which is, 
that if you do not talk without Book, yet when the 
Book is before you, you either want Capacity or Integrity 
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to make a proper Uſe of it, For beſides the partial 
and maim*d Account which you have given of this 
Matter, his Lordſhip expreſsly adds the important Paſ- 
ſages which follow; whence the Public will pleaſe to 
obſerve, with how little Fairneſ and Truth you treat 
this famous Caſe ; and how great is both the Church's 


and my own Infelicity; ſhe in having an Advocate, and 


I an Opponent, capable of ſuch diſhonourable and low 
Methods of Defence. | 


His Lordſhip ſays— “ That by the Act of iſt of 


+ « Elizabeth, which defined what ſhould be judged 


« Hereſy, that Judgment was declared to be in the 
* Cxown-——The Biſhops in Convocation drew out 
« ſeveral Propoſitions from Mr. Whifton's Books, 
« which ſeemed ' plainly to be reviving of Arianiſm, 
* and cenſured them as ſuch. The lower Houſe (ex- 
« cepting to one Propoſition) cenſured them in the 
&« ſame Manner. This the Archbibop, being then diſ- 
t abled by the Gout, ſent by one of the Biſheps to the 
« QUEEN, for her Aſent; (Page 1194, Approbation) 
„ho promiſed to cons1DER oF IT. At their (the 
“ Convocation's) Meeting next Winter, no Anfwer 
being come from the QUzzx, wo BIshors were 
* ſent to ASK il, and 10 receive her Majeſty's Pleaſure 
« in it; but /h could not tell what was become of the 
Paper the Archbiſhop had ſent her. So an Extract 
of the Cenſure was again ſent to her; but ſhe 
* THOUGHT NOT FIT to ſend any Anſwer to it. So 
« Whifton's Affair ſlept, and all further Proceedings 
* againſt him were ftopp'd, /ince the QukEx did not 
„ CONFIRM the Step that we had made; tho' he af- 
terward publiſh'd a large Work in four Volumes 
« Octavo “.“ | | 

Here let it be noted. 1. The Judgwent of what is, 
or is not, to be treated as Hereſy, is, by our apoſtolic 
Conſtitution lodged | wholly in the Cee The 


QUEEN, when ſuch wears it, is the proper, the ſole 
® Burget's Hiſt, of his Times, Vol. v1. Page 1133 34, 35» 94+ Edit. 12mo, 
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Judge, what DoArines and Books ſhall be cenſured as 
HERETICAL : What Principles and Tenets are, or are 
not, contrary to the holy orthodox Faith. 

Note. 2. The two Houſes, having extracted e 
Paſſages from Mr. Whifton's Books, and cenſured them 
as heretical “; deputed firſt one, then #wo Biſhops to 
wait upon the QUEEN, to ASK ber Approbation and 
Ant, to receive ber Majeſty's Pleaſure in this Mair, 
and to deſire her Conſirmation, without which, their 
Cenſure was of not the leaſt Signification or un in 
the Church. 

3. Upon the Receipt of this Requeſt the Quzzx, as 
fole Judge, promiſed - CONSIDER of iz. The Af- 
fair was of great Importance, viz. * What the primi- 
* tive apoſtolic Doctrine was concerning the Trinity, 
« Incarnation, Nature, and Generation of the Locos? 
« Whether there were three Perſons exiſting in one un- 
« divided Subſtance: Or, whether the Logos was 
% diſtinct in Eſſence from the Father; not created, 
« nor made, but in an ineffable Manner, begotten 
4 from Eternity? And, Finally, Whether the apoſto- 
ical Conſtitutions were a genuine and inſpired Book; 
and a true Part of the ſacred Canon?” Her Ma- 
jeſty was now applied to, by her two Houſes of Convo- 
cation, and requeſted, as s0LE Jup, to pronounce 
authoritatively upon theſe Points, i. e. to tell them whe- 
ther Mr. N biſton's Doctrine was to be received or re- 
jected; to be conſidered as Hereſy, or not, in this 
Church. The Quzzx, as became a wiſe Judge, refu- 
ſed to pronounce raſbiy: She took Time to consiDeR 
it; to weigh ſedately in her Mind the Merits of the 
Cauſe, leſt ſhe ſhould condemn the Innocent. 


* The Archbiſhop and Biſbops in their Addreſs to 8 ſay, that Mr. 
Whifton had advanced ſeveral bau EE and BLASPHEMOUS Aſſertient again// 
the Dofirine and Worſhip of the over bleſſed Trinity: And, in their Cenſure, they 
earneſtly beſeech all Chriſtian People, by the Mercies of Cun1sT, to take Heed bow 
they give Ear to theſe falſe ——— as they tender the Honour and Glory of our 

aur, &c. 


Note. 
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Note, The Scriptures, and the four firſt general Conn- 
cils, are the Meaſure ſet by Law, to judge of Hereſy : 
Her Majeſty, therefore, being now requeſted by her 
Clergy to judge authoritatively in this important Caſe; 
acted a worthy Part in deferring her Jop MEN, till 
ſhe had examined carefully ihe Rule by which ſhe was to 
judge. 
) Obſerve. 4. After the Qu EEx had taken Time ma- 
tureiy to CONSIDER of theſe deep and myſterious Points, 
ſhe THOUGHT NOT Fir #0 ſend any Anſwer. Upon 
her Majeſty's TwoucaTs, the Iſſue of this great At- 
fair is ſeen abſolutely to depend. Finally, 

"Tis worthy to be obſerved. 5. That her Majeſt)'s 
Troucnts and JupemenT, on this weighty Caſe, 
were quite DIFFERENT from thoſe of her learned Bi- 
Hops and Clergy. They thought Mr. V biſten's Writings 
„ contain'd damnable and wicked DcErines, and car- 
„ neſtly beſeech all Chriſtian People, by the Mercies 
« of Chriſt, to take Heed how they give Ear, &c,”— 
and judg'd them to deſerve a public and folemn Cen- 
ſure: Her Majeſty THo'T oTHERwise. She did not 
THINK FIT 40 confirm the Step the Convocation bad 
made. In Conſequence of which, their Proceedings 
were all _ and the ſolemn Cenſure they had pafſed 
with all their earneſt Obteftations, by the Mercies of 
Cunx 1s, evaporate into Air. What Improvemen:s 
are here made, by the Wiſdom of later Ages, in the 
primitive apoſtolic Plan! Behold tbe WOMAN now 
empower'd, not only /o teach, but 10 uſrrp Authority 
over the Man; over all the Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and 
Priefts of this Realm; to vacate their moſt ſulemn 
Cenſures ; to quaſh and ſtop at once their /piritual Pro- 
ceedings, in an Affair where blaſphemous Dotirines, and 
damnable and wicked Errors, were bringing Danger of 
everlaſting Ruin to the Souls over whom they watch'd! 
See here, Sir, the /wo Scales, that are to try Doctrines 
and Opinions in your holy apoſtolic Church: In one is 
hid the united Judgment of all th: Biſhops and Clergy 
in Convocation convened; in the o her, te Queen's 
| F alone: 
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alone: Lo, the former mounts, and kicks the Beam 
The ſingle Judgment of the Quzxx, in the Balance of 
the Church, weighs more than that of all the learned 
Biſhops and Pricſts of the Realm! 

And is not this, now, exactly conſonant to the Ac- 
count I had given? „ Is not here, Sir, the very 
* comely and edifying Sight (at which you except) 
of the two Houſes of Convacation waiting upon the 
good Queen, to be inſtructed by her Majeſty, whe- 
ther that Gentleman's Books concerning the Tri- 
„ nity were to be condemn'd, as heretical, or not?” 
Do they telt us, “ you aſk, of the Synod laying their 
Cenſure before the Queen, to have her Judgment 
upon it?” Ves“ And of their Waiting upon a 
„ Woman, who could be ſuppoſed ta know as little 
< of this Matter as of the Motion of the Stars, to 
learn from ber Meuth, what the Church is to believe, 
t and what to reject, as to this great Myſtery of Faith?” 
Ves, you fee, with your own Eyes, that this is really 
the Caſe. Why, Sir, will you conflrain me to expa- 
tiate upon Things which refle& no Honour upon the 
Church; and by a raſh and indiſcreet Defence hurt the 
Cauſe you would ſupport ? How much wiſer is the 
Part your candid Brethren are now acting, who, like 
dutiful and pious Sons, are taking a Veil, and walking 
backward, to cover the Nakedneſs which has been roo 
long expoſed to the Jeſts of ſcoffing Unbelievers. | 

As your Letters and Defences breathe a noble Cam- 
paſſion to the ſtraying Souls of Diſſenters; the extraor- 
dinary Inſtance, with which you conclude the whole, 
ought not to be overlook' d. You are concern'd, it 
ſeems, ** that I have read, and in ſeveral Inſtances 
<« agree in Sentiment and Reaſoning——wvith the Au- 
« thor of he Rights of the Chriſtian Church; and ap- 
< pear to have much ſtudied and profited by that wor- 
« thy Author——And are ſorry to find diſſenting 
« Miniſters and Gentlemen dealing ſo much in Books 
« of this Sort. So long as this is the Caſe, what Hope 
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« of a Comprehenſion ! Or, indeed, who would wiſh 
« for it!“ I have read, Sir, and I hope profited by 
the Rights, &c. As you profeſs to have read, and 1 
hope not without Profit, Bellarmin, an Author incom- 
parably worſe. As for my Agreement with THE 
Riours, Sc. as far as that Author agrees with Truth, 


with Scripture, with Law, you muſt give me Leave to 


ſay (without augmenting, I hope, your Sorrow) that 
I eſteem it not the leaſt Reproach. Nay for once, Sir, 
if you pleaſe I will make you my Confeſſor, and frankly 
own, that in many Things I agree in Sentiment and 
Reaſoning with one far worſe than either Bellarmin or 
tbe Rights, &c. Who this may be, you will ſee, 
Luke iv. 41. James li. 19. 

Diſſenting Miniſters and Gentlemen, I preſume, 
deal in Books of all Sorts, from whence they can gather 
uſeful Knowledge, and improve and enlarge their 
Minds. They have dealt in the Writings of the 
ſhrewdeſt Deiſts (Books much worſe than the Rights, 
&c.) as you ſee by the many noble Defences of Chriſti- 
anity which their Pens have produced. Tour — Dealing 
in Books of this Sort —is a Bugbear, Sir, which may 
frighten Children in Underſtanding ; but Diſſenters, you 
ſhould have known, have not ſo learned Cu RIS. They 
are commanded to try the Spirits; to examine, and 
prove all Things; and remember the noble Bereans, 
who are commended by St. Paul for ſearching carefully 
into the Grounds and Evidence of Things b<fore they 
gave their Aſſent. And if this Liberty of Examination, 
and of ſpeaking and writing freely upon Subjects of 
very long 
may it remain! It is the Glory of Chriſtianity that ic 
ſnhuns not the ſevereſt Search : *Tis Bigetry and Errer 
only that love to hide themſelves in Darknets, and grow 
touchy and alarm'd if you ſcck to bring them into. 
open Sight. 
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We acknowledge, Sir, your Goodneſs in bringing 
down to our Underſtandings the Myſtery of Conse- 
CRATIONS of Churches and Church-Yards; and your 
kind Attempt to illuſtrate the Uſefulneſs, Edification, 
and Comelineſs of this Ceremony. There are ſome 
previous Queſtions, which I could wiſh to ſee anſwered, 
before we enter thoroughly into the grand Debate 
As, whether you think the Apoſtle Paul, in all his 
apoſtolic Labours and Travels thro? the Churches, ever 
conſecrated a Plat of Ground? Whether any of the 
twelve Apoſtles, amongſt the Miracles and mighty 
Works which they every where wrought, ever did this 
wondrous Thing? Whether the Synagogues, where our 
SAVIOUR preachd; the Chamber where he inſtituted, 
and firſt celebrated his ſacred Supper ; the upper Room 
where the Apoſtles met, when they actually received 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt ; the Houſe 
of Aquila and Priſcilla, Nymphas, &c. in which were 
Chriſtian Churches; had really any other Conſecration 
than eur Places of Worſhip have? And yet, whether 


tbeſe were not as much the Houſe of Gop, and Places 


of his more immediate Preſence, as any ſplendid Cathe- 
aral, now conſecrated with all the Pomp of ſacerdotal 
Device? 

You appeal to “ the Forms which Bp. Andrews and 
«* others have uſed in their Conſecrations, And aſk— 
What think you now? Is there any Thing ridicu- 
aus or ſuperſtiticus in all this? *” Yes, extremely 


much of both, if they at all reſemble that of A. B. 


Laud (the only one I have ever ſeen) when he conſe- 
crated the Churches of St. Catherine Cree, St. Giles's, 
and others in Landon. An intolerable Piece of eccle/i- 
aſtical Foppery, ſufficient to have made a popiſh Car- 
dinal bluſh,” and which no Proteſtant can read but with 
indignant Concern ! The Form has, in larger Hiſto- 
ries, been more than once publiſh'd ; but having never 
ſeen it in any little Tract, I ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe 
it, for the Edification of our common Readers. A 
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ſtriking Inſtance of the Danger of indulging human 
Invention in Things of Religion; and which ſhews, 
into what Wilds of ridiculous Superſtition even learned 
Minds are apt to run, when they leave the Simplicity of 
the Goſpel of Cuxisr. 

«+ The Biſhop came attended with ſeveral cf the high 
« Commiſſion, and ſome Civilians. At his Approach 
* to the Weſt Door of the Church, which was ſhur 
* and guarded by Halberdeers, ſome that were ap- 
% pointed for that Purpoſe, cried with a loud Voice 
* Open, open, ye everlaſting Doors, that the King of 
« Glory may come in! Preſently the Doors were 
* open'd, and the Biſhop, with ſome Doctors and 
* principal Men, entered. As ſoon as they were 
* within the Place, his Lordſhip fell down upon his 
« Knees; and, with Eyes lifted up, and his Arms 
0 ſpread abroad, ſaid, This Place is boly, the Ground is 
« Holy; In the Name of the Far HER, Son, and Hol 
* GrosT, I pronounce it holy. Then walking up the 
* middle Iſle towards the Chancel, he took up ſome 
« of the Duſt, and threw it into the Air ſeveral Times. 
« When he approach'd near the Rail of the Commu- 
* nion Table, he bow'd towards it five or fix Times; 
« and returning, went round the Church, with his 
% Attendants, in Proceſſion ; ſaying firſt the hundredth 
and then the nineteenth P/alm, as preſcribed in the 


„Roman Pontifical. He then read ſeveral Collects, in 


© one of which he prays Gop 7s accept of that beauli- 


ful Building, and concludes thus e conse- 
„ CRATE this Churgh, and ſeparate it unto TH=E as 


% Holy GROUND, 10t lo be prophaned any more 10 com- 
« mon Uſe, In another he prays——That ALL who 
* ſhould hereafter be buried within the Circuit of this 
„% HOLY and SACRED Place, may reſt in their Sepul- 
« chres in Peace, till Chriſt's coming io Judgment, and 
* may then riſe to eternal Life and Happineſs.” 

« Then the Bi/-op. ſitting under a Cloth of State, 
„ in the Ifle af the Chancel, near the Communion 
% Table, took. a written Book in his Hand, and pro- 
; «* nounced 
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nounced Curſes upon thoſe who ſhould hereafter pro- 
phane that holy Place by Muſters of Soldiers, or 
keeping prophane Law-Courts, or carrying Burdens 
through it: And at the End of every Curſe, he 
bowed to the East, and ſaid, Let all the People ſay 
Amen. When the Curſes were ended, which were 
about twenty, he pronounced a like Number of 
Bleſſings upon ALL that had any Hand in Framing 
and Building that /acred and beautiful Church ; and 
on thoſe that had given, or ſhould hereafter give, 
any Chalices, Plate, Ornaments, or other Utenſils: 
And, at the End of every Bleſſing, he bow'd to the 
EasT, and ſaid, Let all the People ſay Amen. After 
this came the Sermon, then the Sacrament, which 
the Biſhop conſecrated and ad miniſter'd in the fol- 
lowing Manner. . 

« As he approach'd the Altar, he made five or ſix 
low Bows z and coming up to the Side of it, where 
the Bread and Wine were cover'd, he bowed ſever 
Times. Then, after reading many Prayers, he 
came near the Bread; and gently lifting up the Cor- 
ner of the Nepkin, beheld it, and immediately ler- 
ting fall the Napkin, he retreated haſtily a Step or 
two, and made three low Obeiſances, His Lord- 


ſhip then advanced, and having uncovered the Bread 


bowed three Times as before, Then he laid his 
Hand on the Cup, which was full of Wine, with a 
Cover upon it; which having let go, he ſtep'd back, 
and bowed three Times towards it; then he came 
near again, and lifting up the Cover of the Cup, 
looked into it, and ſeeing the Vine, let fall the Co- 
ver again, retired back, and bowed as before. 
Then the Elements were conſecrated, and the Biſhop 
having firſt received, gave it to ſome principal Men 
in their Surplices, Hcods and Tippets; after which, 
many Prayers being ſaid, the Solemnity of the Con- 


* ſecration ended.“ 


This, Sir, was the Senſe, and this the Manner of 


that celebrated Martyr and Governor of your Church, 


1 
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in this Buſineſs of CoxsRcRATIONYN. And, what now 
think you ? Was there nothing r7diculous or ſuperſtitions 
in all this! You ſeem, indeed, to have not quite ſo 
exalted an Opinion of this Solemnity as his Lordſhip ; 
but as the Church has no where (that I know) explain'd 


herſelf as to this Matter; nor cenſured Laud's Conduct; 


nor preſcribed any ſet Form in which this Ceremony is 
to be done; any Biſbop, I apprehend, at preſent, is 
at full Liberty to uſe the ſame, and may now conſe- 
crate a Church after the Manner of St. Catherine Cree 
Church. And pray! to whom ſhall I attend, as beſt 
knowing and expreſſing the Church's Sente in this 
Point, io the great Archbiſhop Laud; Or, to 
Mr. White ſometime Fellow of St. Fobn's College, 
Cambridge. | | 

J have now done with your Appendix———— There 
is another OrrieE of your Lyurgy, alike liable to the 
ſevere Exceptions of all well-· inſtructed Chriftians, and 
to the Sneers of inſulting Deiſta, as any ] have yet con- 
fidered 3 and that is, your Orrict for the Ordination 
of Prieſts and Deacons. This, if you call me forth 
again, I may more particularly ſhew. Ar preſent, I 
only aſx Whether to your ber Reaſon it really ap- 
pears a ft Queſtion, to be put to Every young Gentle- 
man that comes from the Univerſity for Orders to the 
Biſhop 3 whether he truſts that be is iInwaARDLY MoveD 
BY THE HoLy GHosT 40 take upon bim this Office ? 
And for EvERY /uch young Gentleman to declare ſolemaly 
as in Gop's Preſence, that be iruſts ihat he is SO i- 


' WARDLY MOVED. The Gentlemen and their Communi- 


cation ; the Manners, the Taſte, and State of the Uni- 
verfities; you, perhaps, better know, Sir, than I 
ſhall pretend. Tell me then, before Gop, is their 
moral State ſuch that you can reaſonably think xveay 
Student that comes thence, when he gets a Title to a 
Living and applies for Orders to the Biſhop, doth real- 
ly feel himſelf inward'y moved by the Holy Ghoſt to make 
that Application? How is it we are not afraid to rifle 
in an Affair fo exceeding ſerious and important! Is it 

| not 
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not coming too near the Sin of Ananias, Hing to the 
HoLy Gos r? 

And when, kneeling before the Biſhop, he lays his 
Hand on the Student's Head, is it not a ſtrange ſaying 
—Receive the Hol GnosT——H#boſe Sins THOU 
. dof forgive, they are forgiven ; and whoſe Sins THOU 
doſt retain they are retained; in the Name of the FarRE R, 
of the Sou, and of the Hoy Gnosr. Amen, I make 
no Reflections at preſent : but only ſay: that to me it 
appears quite ſurpriſing, that, in an Age of ſuch Diſ- 
cernment and Freedom of Enquiry, bis Form is ſuf- 
fered to ſtand. And, in the Language of your Colle#, 
I very heartily pray ——That Almighty Gov, who 
alone worketh great Marvels, would ſend down upon our 
Biſhops and Curates the healthful Spirit of bis Grace, the 
Spirit of Wiſdom and Humility ! affured, that this 
Stone of Stumbling, in the Way of ſagacious Infidels, 
will then quickly be removed. 2 25 

- But to conclude. I have the Pleaſure, Sir, to be 
perſuaded that your Mind is not now filled with thoſe 
feelling and bigb Thoughts of the Excellence of your 
Liturgy, as when our Correſpondence open'd. Diſſen- 
ters, you find, are not the only Perſons who except 
ſtrongly againſt your Forms, Many of your learned 
Clergy have, in a candid and reſpe&ful Manner, and 
yet with a becoming Courage, expreſs'd great Diſſatis. 
faction with them. What Efe# their Attempt for the 
Enlargement of the Church's Bounds, and for a fur- 
ther Reformation and Review will produce : Time alone 
muſt ſhew, Upon the Foot it at preſent ſtinds, the 
Church's Sicuation, to every diſcerning Perſon, muſt 
appear extremely critical and uncertain, 

It is difficult to defend it againſt the crafty Attacks of 
Por ER on the one Hand; and, I think, actually 
impoſſible to ſupport it againſt the Aſſaults of Ix IDE- 
LITY on the other, Betwixt theſe /wwo Stones, is there 
no Room to apprehead its being quickly ground ts 
Powder ? to the injurious Idea which many of your 
Forms give of the Chriſtian Religion, the unhappy In- 


creaſe of Deiſm is, undoubtedly, in great Meaſure 
owing. 
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owing. And increaſe it further will, there is the high- 
eſt Reaſon to believe, if theſe Forms which are the juſt 
Offence and Ridicule of Unbelic vers, are not timely 
diſmiſs'd. But when thoſe who now boaſt themſelves 
the Succeſſor s of the Apoſtles, and the only regular Paſ- 
tors and Miniſters of Chriſt, ſhall give Proof that they 
are poſſeſſed of a truly apoſtolic Virtue, and ſhal no 
longer ſeek their own, but the Things of Jesus CHRIST 3 
a will be no diſtant, nor difficult Event. 

the mean Time, Diſſenters have the Satisfaction 
to reflect; that amidſt various Diſcouragements, they 
have, by their Diſſent, approved themſelves Loy AL to 
the only Sovereicn of the Church, and rariTHFUL 
to a ſacred Truſs committed to them by GOD, for 
which they muſt give Account. They rejoice in the 
Review, that they have entered their Proteſt againſt 
the Impoſitions and Inventions of Men; which have 
corrupted the Simplicity, enervated the Vigour, de- 
form'd the Beauty and broken the Communion of the 
Body of Cbriſt. And whatever raſh Cenſures they 
may happen to incur from the prejudic'd, the weak, 


and the intereſted now : They, with great Aſſurance 


hope, to be not only approved but applauded by their 
Jupce ; and to receive, at his appearing, Honour pro- 
portion'd to their preſent Reproach, 

When, it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty Sovereign to awa- 
ken ig the Chriſtian World a Spirit of genuine Car 1s- 
TIANITY When true Hoxovuk ſhall prevail over 
Cowardice and Temporiſing ; and INTEGRITY and 
Ta urn over Falſood and Error When that laviſh 


ignoble Principle, that wwe are to confarm to the eftabliſh'd 


Worſhip of the Country where we dwell, whatever it be, 
ſhall be held in deſerv'd Reproach; a Principle that de- 
baſes greatly and corrupts the human Soul; puts out 
its intellectual Eye; chains up its nobleſt Powers; 
robs it of its higheſt Glory, viz. the Searching into 
religious Subjects, and offering to its CREATOR a rea- 
ſonable Service; in ſhort, a Principle that directly tends 
to baniſh every Thing that deſerves the Name of Re- 

8 G ligten ; 
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ligion y to drive all Trutb, and Honour, and Honeſty, 
from amongſt Men; That will juſtify a Man's profeſſing 
Fimicif a Mahometan at Conſtantinople, a Pagan at Pe- 
king, a Papiſt at Rome When this infamous and baſe 
Principle, I ſay, ſhall be treated with juſt Contempt; 
and Men ſhall be every where diſpoſed, to ſeek with 
Impartiality, and to, practiſe without Diſguiſe Rron. 
Trousxkss and TRV Tu — Then, Sir, will, the 
Character of a rational Dissł ur be had in uni verſal 
Honour, Then will ſuch appear to have beef the 
only conſiſtent Proteſtants ; the true Patrons of Chriſtian 
Liberty, Church · Unity, and Catholick Communion; 
and the only Body of Chriſtians upon'whom the Guilt 
of Schiſm does not really reſt ; 'becauſe they open their 
Communion to every ſincere Chriſtian ; and require 10 
Terms, but what Cn& IST and his Apoſtles have requi- 
red in the Church. If you will not throw in your Lot, 
and ſhare with them in thoſe Honoursz you muſt &en 
take your own Way. However, reſt aſſpred that 
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